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ment officials to display the flag on all Govern-
ment buildings on May 22 of each year. 

(May 20, 1933, ch. 36, 48 Stat. 73.) 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Occasions for display of flag, see section 174 of this 

title. 

§ 146. Second Monday in October as Columbus 
Day 

The President of the United States is author-
ized and requested to issue a proclamation des-
ignating the second Monday in October of each 
year as Columbus Day and calling upon officials 
of the Government to display the flag of the 
United States on all Government buildings on 
said date and inviting the people of the United 
States to observe the day in schools and church-
es, or other suitable places, with appropriate 
ceremonies expressive of the public sentiment 
befitting the anniversary of the discovery of 
America. 

(Apr. 30, 1934, ch. 184, 48 Stat. 657; June 28, 1968, 
Pub. L. 90–363, § 1(b), 82 Stat. 250.) 

CODIFICATION 

References to the second Monday in October were 

substituted for references to October 12, effective Jan. 

1, 1971, pursuant to section 1(b) of Pub. L. 90–363 which 

is set out as a note captioned ‘‘References in Laws of 

the United States to Observances of Legal Public Holi-

days’’ under section 6103 of Title 5, Government Organi-

zation and Employees. 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS QUINCENTENARY JUBILEE ACT 

Pub. L. 98–375, Aug. 7, 1984, 98 Stat. 1257, as amended 

by Pub. L. 100–94, Aug. 18, 1987, 101 Stat. 700, provided 

for creation of Christopher Columbus Quincentenary 

Jubilee Commission, a 30-member commission ap-

pointed by the President, which was to prepare a com-

prehensive program for commemorating the 

quincentennial of the voyages of discovery of Columbus 

and to plan, encourage, coordinate, and conduct observ-

ances and activities. The Commission would submit a 

final report to Congress no later than Dec. 31, 1993, and 

would terminate as of that date. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Occasions for display of flag, see section 174 of this 

title. 

§ 147. Display of flag on buildings on last Sunday 
in September 

The President of the United States is author-
ized and requested to issue a proclamation call-
ing upon the Government officials to display the 
United States flag on all Government buildings, 
and the people of the United States to display 
the flag and to hold appropriate meetings at 
their homes, churches, or other suitable places, 
on the last Sunday in September, as a public ex-
pression of the love, sorrow, and reverence of 
the people of the United States for the American 
Gold Star Mothers. 

(June 23, 1936, ch. 736, § 1, 49 Stat. 1895.) 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Occasions for display of flag, see section 174 of this 

title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 148 of this title. 

§ 148. Last Sunday in September designated as 
Gold Star Mother’s Day 

The last Sunday in September shall be des-
ignated and known as ‘‘Gold Star Mother’s 
Day’’, and it shall be the duty of the President 
to request its observance as provided for in sec-
tion 147 of this title. 

(June 23, 1936, ch. 736, § 2, 49 Stat. 1895.) 

§ 149. April thirteenth for commemoration of 
Thomas Jefferson’s birth 

The President of the United States of America 
is authorized and directed to issue a proclama-
tion calling upon officials of the Government to 
display the flag of the United States on all Gov-
ernment buildings on April 13 of each year, and 
inviting the people of the United States to ob-
serve the day in schools and churches, or other 
suitable places, with appropriate ceremonies in 
commemoration of the birth of Thomas Jeffer-
son. 

(Aug. 16, 1937, ch. 666, 50 Stat. 668.) 

THOMAS JEFFERSON COMMEMORATION COMMISSION 

Pub. L. 102–343, Aug. 17, 1992, 106 Stat. 915, as amended 

by Pub. L. 103–191, Dec. 14, 1993, 107 Stat. 2291, provided 

for establishment of Thomas Jefferson Commemoration 

Commission, a 21-member commission appointed by 

President, which was to plan, develop, and coordinate 

programs and activities to commemorate the 250th an-

niversary of birth of Thomas Jefferson, to honor histor-

ical locations associated with life of Thomas Jefferson, 

and to award medals and certificates to individuals and 

organizations that have significantly contributed to 

preservation of Jefferson’s professional accomplish-

ments. Commission to submit a final report to Presi-

dent and to Congress no later than Dec. 31, 1994, and to 

terminate not later than 60 days following that date. 

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF BIRTH OF JEFFERSON 

The Thomas Jefferson Bicentennial Commission was 

created by act Sept. 24, 1940, ch. 730, 54 Stat. 960, and 

vested with authority to make plans for the celebration 

in 1943 of the two-hundredth anniversary of the birth of 

Thomas Jefferson, and these powers were further ex-

tended by act July 30, 1942, ch. 537, 56 Stat. 728. 
The National Agricultural Jefferson Bicentenary 

Committee was created and appointed to carry out ap-

propriate exercises in recognition of Jefferson’s con-

tributions to the farmers and the agriculture of the Na-

tion by act Dec. 3, 1943, ch. 333, 57 Stat. 595. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Occasions for display of flag, see section 174 of this 

title. 

§ 150. April as Cancer Control Month 

The President of the United States is author-
ized and requested to issue annually a proclama-
tion setting apart the month of April of each 
year as Cancer Control Month and to invite an-
nually the Governors of the several States and 
Territories and possessions of the United States 
to issue proclamations for like purposes. It is re-
quested that such proclamations invite the med-
ical profession, the press, and all agencies and 
individuals interested in a national program for 
the control of the disease of cancer by education 
and other cooperative means to unite during the 
month in a public dedication to such a program 
and in a concerted effort to impress upon the 
people of the Nation the necessity of such a pro-
gram. 
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(Mar. 28, 1938, ch. 56, 52 Stat. 148.) 

§ 151. August nineteenth as National Aviation 
Day 

The President of the United States is author-
ized to designate August 19 of each year as Na-
tional Aviation Day, and to issue a proclama-
tion calling upon officials of the Government to 
display the flag of the United States on all Gov-
ernment buildings on that day, and inviting the 
people of the United States to observe the day 
with appropriate exercises to further and stimu-
late interest in aviation in the United States. 

(May 11, 1939, ch. 123, 53 Stat. 739.) 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Occasions for display of flag, see section 174 of this 

title. 

§ 151a. December seventeenth as Pan American 
Aviation Day 

The President of the United States is author-
ized to designate December 17 of each year as 
Pan American Aviation Day and to issue a proc-
lamation calling upon all officials of the Gov-
ernment, Governors of the fifty States, our pos-
sessions, and all citizens to participate in the 
observance of this day to further and stimulate 
interest in aviation in the American countries 
as an important stimulus to the further develop-
ment of more rapid communications and a cul-
tural development between the nations of the 
Western Hemisphere. 

(Oct. 10, 1940, ch. 840, 54 Stat. 1093.) 

CODIFICATION 

The term ‘‘fifty States’’ was in the original ‘‘forty- 

eight States’’ and has been editorially substituted to 

reflect the admission into statehood of Alaska and Ha-

waii. 

§ 152. Repealed. Feb. 29, 1952, ch. 49, § 3, 66 Stat. 
10 

Section, act May 3, 1940, ch. 183, § 1, 54 Stat. 178, des-

ignated 3d Sunday in May as Citizenship Day. See sec-

tions 153 and 154 of this title. 

§ 153. Citizenship Day; designation; proclama-
tion; observance 

The 17th day of September of each year is des-
ignated as ‘‘Citizenship Day’’ in commemoration 
of the formation and signing, on September 17, 
1787, of the Constitution of the United States 
and in recognition of all who, by coming of age 
or by naturalization have attained the status of 
citizenship, and the President of the United 
States is authorized to issue annually a procla-
mation calling upon officials of the Government 
to display the flag of the United States on all 
Government buildings on such day, and inviting 
the people of the United States to observe the 
day in schools and churches, or other suitable 
places, with appropriate ceremonies. 

The civil and educational authorities of 
States, counties, cities, and towns be, and they 
are, urged to make plans for the proper observ-
ance of this day and for the full instruction of 
citizens in their responsibilities and opportuni-
ties as citizens of the United States and of the 
States and localities in which they reside. 

Nothing herein shall be construed as changing, 
or attempting to change, the time or mode of 
any of the many altogether commendable ob-
servances of similar nature now being held from 
time to time, or periodically, but, to the con-
trary, such practices are praised and encour-
aged. 

(Feb. 29, 1952, ch. 49, § 1, 66 Stat. 9.) 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Citizenship clause, see Const. Amend. 14, § 1. 

Occasions for display of flag, see section 174 of this 

title. 

§ 154. Address to newly naturalized citizens 

Either at the time of the rendition of the de-
cree of naturalization or at such other time as 
the judge may fix, the judge or someone des-
ignated by him shall address the newly natural-
ized citizen upon the form and genius of our 
Government and the privileges and responsibil-
ities of citizenship; it being the intent and pur-
pose of this section to enlist the aid of the judi-
ciary, in cooperation with civil and educational 
authorities, and patriotic organizations in a 
continuous effort to dignify and emphasize the 
significance of citizenship. 

(Feb. 29, 1952, ch. 49, § 2, 66 Stat. 10.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Similar provisions were contained in act May 3, 1940, 

ch. 183, § 2, 54 Stat. 178, which was classified to section 

727a of Title 8, Aliens and Nationality, prior to repeal 

by act Feb. 29, 1952. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Citizenship clause, see Const. Amend. 14, § 1. 

§ 155. National Disability Employment Awareness 
Month 

Hereafter the month of October in each year 
shall be designated as National Disability Em-
ployment Awareness Month. During such month 
appropriate ceremonies shall be held throughout 
the Nation, the purposes of which will be to en-
list public support for and interest in the em-
ployment of otherwise qualified but workers 
with disabilities. 

The President is hereby requested to issue a 
suitable proclamation each year, and the Gov-
ernors of States, mayors of cities, and heads of 
other instrumentalities of government, as well 
as leaders of industry, educational and religious 
groups, labor, veterans, women, farm, scientific 
and professional, and all other organizations and 
individuals at interest are invited to partici-
pate. 

(Aug. 11, 1945, ch. 363, 59 Stat. 530; Oct. 8, 1970, 
Pub. L. 91–442, 84 Stat. 914; Nov. 7, 1988, Pub. L. 
100–630, title III, § 301(a), 102 Stat. 3315.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–630 substituted ‘‘the month of Octo-

ber in’’ for ‘‘the first week in October of’’, ‘‘National 

Disability Employment Awareness Month’’ for ‘‘Na-

tional Employ the Handicapped Week’’, ‘‘such month’’ 

for ‘‘such week’’, and ‘‘workers with disabilities’’ for 

‘‘handicapped workers’’. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–442 changed the designation ‘‘Na-

tional Employ the Physically Handicapped Week’’ to 

‘‘National Employ the Handicapped Week’’ and changed 


